News letter n. 1 November 2008.

Celebrate Diversity!   Workshop Sponsored by Celtic Publishing.

Held By Elizabeth Evans at The TESOL Conference, 12 Nov 2008. 

Dear Colleagues,

My workshop: “Celebrate diversity!” seems to have been a great success so I feel it only right I give you some extra information about my talk since you can view my power point presentation on the Bubbles Magazine website!

What I aimed to do in the 45 minute talk was to give the teachers present some ideas for meaningful activities in the class-room which would also help to increase pupils’ intercultural awareness. 

Multiculturalism is such a prominent and important factor today so much so that, as you probably know, the European Commission designated 2008 the Year of  Intercultural Dialogue.

How can we define Intercultural awareness and intercultural dialogue? Intercultural awareness can be seen as the process of  becoming more aware of  ones own culture

and at the same time developing deeper awareness and comprehension of different cultures. Intercultural dialogue is the vehicle by which we arrive at full intercultural

awareness, interaction between different cultures that then puts emphasis on both similarities and differences but sees cultural diversities as positive and enriching. 

The British Council led a project - The INDIE Project - ‘Inclusion and Diversity in Education’  which was run in collaboration with local and regional education authorities from nine EU Member States. The students’ from the schools involved in the project were asked to draw up a Charter The “European Youth Charter on Inclusion and Diversity In Education”.

You can view four points from the charter on slide 2 of my presentation.

If you wish to see the whole charter you can do so by visiting The British Council Website. 

http://www.britishcouncil.org/it/italy-governance-inclusionandiversity.htm
So, as primary school teachers, how can we bring culture, intercultural awareness and intercultural dialogue into our classrooms?

First of all the children need to become aware of their own culture. An activity such as the possible class project in Bubbles magazine 4 - page 30, as seen on slide 29 of the presentation. Here the pupils are encouraged to create a guide book or brochure for their town so this could be an excellent way for them to learn more about their own environment and is therefore a way of promoting such awareness.

Secondly, we as teachers have to supply the pupils with information on other cultures or get them involved in the search for such information from which they can discover differences and even similarities.

Which tools do we need to promote intercultural awareness? 

Well the textbook is the basis and the use of pictures, ads, slogans, jokes, conversations, anecdotes and articles.

We should find stories that illustrate intercultural differences and get our students to search for similar stories.

The use of modern technology such as the internet, radio/audio, video/DVD; cartoons, films.

We should get the children totally involved in the search for resources, this fosters motivation so more learning takes place.

Bubbles magazine contains many CLIL lessons and in my workshop I suggested a number of CLIL projects. One I particularly enjoyed working on was “Differences and similarities between Yosemite and Abruzzo National Park”.  Divide the class into groups and have each group carry out specific tasks,  search for specific information,

work on illustrations, etc. You will find that the pupils will be more motivated and you will have fewer behaviour problems to deal with. When they see their work taking shape in the form of a presentation  booklet or posters or power point presentations, their self-esteem and self-confidence will be boosted and this will lead again to motivation and more learning.  

Take a look at my power point presentation together with the teachers guide and if you have any questions concerning any of the activities or any aspects of  ELT just write to me at Bubbles Magazine and I’ll answer your questions as soon as possible!

Remember, “Celebrate Diversity!” and “Motivate means Educate!”.

Thank you for your attention!

Elizabeth Evans

EFL Teacher and Celtic Publishing ELT Consultant and Teacher Trainer.

November 2008 

